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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This document has been prepared by Tirlunbarr Landscape Architects on behalf of Calon 

Homes Ltd.   in support of proposed residential development on land located at Maes y Felin,  

on the southern edge of Glan Conwy, Conwy County. 

1.2 The following Landscape Strategy responds to Conwy Councils Adopted September 2016 Local 

Validation List which requires the Preparation of a Landscaping Strategy for ‘’All planning 

applications (full and outline) for major development.’’ 

1.3 The proposal on land south of Glan Conwy village (referred to as Maes y Felin) comprises 

residential development on land allocated for Residential development within the Councils 

Adopted Local Development Plan as illustrated below.   The proposed site 

 

 

 



 
 

3 

Issued V1 

1.4 The Landscape Statement replaces a Landscape Character Statement (Conwy County Local 

Development Plan) and specifically Section 4.6 Natural Environment – Policy NTE/5.Landscape 

Character Areas, and has been prepared  as part of the  design process. 

1.5 Policy NTE/5 –‘The Landscape and Protecting Special Landscape Areas’ requests the inclusion 

of a Landscape Character Statement …’’for all development over 15 dwellings or 0.5 hectares 

inside the settlement boundaries’’  and confirms that in a Natural Environment SPG will be 

produced to provide further guidance on the content and extent of a Landscape Character 

Assessment in due course.   

 

1.6 It is understood that the above mentioned SPG is under preparation by Conwy Council, but in 

the meantime a Landscape Strategy will include the general content of a Landscape Character 

Statement to prevent duplication of information.   
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2.0 Landscape Purpose 

2.1 The Landscape Strategy details the proposed design ethos for the site landscape areas defined 

as ‘’ the treatment of land (other than buildings) for the purpose of enhancing or protecting 

the amenities of the site and the area in which it is situated and includes: 

i) Screening by fences, walls or other means 

ii) the planting of trees, hedges, shrubs or grass; 

iii) the formation of banks, terraces or other earthworks 

iv) the laying out or provision of gardens, courts, squares, water features, 

sculpture or public art, and 

v) the provision of other amenity features; 

2.2 The intended Site Landscape Layout is indicated on base Architecture and Design Ltd. Sketch 

Layout E revision D - Drawing  Reference: SK-013 and a copy is contained within the 

appendices at the rear of this report. 

2.3 The proposals have been drawn up following an understanding of the site, its landscape 

context and its wider setting with the aim of assimilating the development into the immediate 

landscape and to provide amenity for occupants and neighbours.  

2.4 In order to understand the site context this document has been drafted alongside the 

separately prepared Landscape and Visual Assessment of the development proposal which 

provides further detail and an understanding of the site Landscape and Visual context and 

qualities as part of the wider Councils Local Validation list requirement. 
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3.0 Landscape Context 

3.1 The proposed site is located on the southern edge of Glan Conwy, Conwy County, contiguous 

with the A470(T) on its western edge and bordering existing residential development along its 

northern boundary; and with its eastern and southern boundary contained by mature trees 

and hedgerows flanking Top Llan Road. 

3.2 As land allocated within the Local Development Plan for development the site is considered 

acceptable for residential development in principle in Landscape and Visual terms by the Local 

Authority and consultees and is included within the LDP Glan Conwy Settlement boundary. 

3.3 Therefore this document details the landscape measures included within the overall 

development design which will contribute to its setting, and sense of place and the baseline 

study and observation which has contributed to the overall Landscape Design ethos and 

proposals. 

Nature Conservation Sites 

3.4 There are no designated nature conservation sites within the site itself, or within close 

proximity to the site. 

3.5 The nearest designated site is the River Conwy SSSI some 0.5km distant related to estuarine 

and intertidal nature conservation interest. 

3.6 An area of Ancient woodland is located east of the site and approximately 0.5m distant and 

physically separated by existing residential areas of Glan Conwy as well as a linear belt of 

restored Ancient woodland located alongside the A470(T) to the south west pf the site.   

Site Ecology 

3.7 Cambrian Ecology have undertaken an Ecological Assessment of the proposed site (provided 

separately) which confirms that there is limited overall ecological interest within the proposed 

site but includes recommendations for inclusion within the future development proposals 

aimed at increasing biodiversity potential such as bat and bird nesting boxes and native 

planting species. 

 Site character 

3.8 Comprising an open field sloping steeply in an east – west direction towards the River Conwy 

and the A470; the site levels are steep ranging from circa 20m AOD at its lowest north western 

corner to over 40m AOD in the east. 

3.9 Appearing largely agricultural despite the presence of adjacent housing and the busy A470(T) 

the site is bounded by mature native trees and shrubs to the south, and with open land above 

and beyond the site to the east; the  pastoral character and tranquillity is reduced by the 

presence of audible traffic noise emanating from the adjacent A470(T) and associated 

movement . 

3.10 A narrow and deeply sunken lane (Top Llan Road) runs just outside but contiguous with the 

southern and eastern site boundary, linking the A470(T) with Glan Conwy village centre and 

wider rural road network. 

3.11 The land beyond the A470(T) to the west forms part of the existing Glan Conwy Village and 

more urban character; comprising   residential housing and small businesses located between 

the highway , railway and frontage with River Conwy. These includes several Listed Buildings 
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associated with eh Old Mill although they are visually separated for the site by vegetation 

juxtaposition and topography.  

3.12 The site character is also influenced by its proximity to existing adjacent built development 

bordering the site and along its approaches, and by the activity associated with the A470 (T) 

immediately adjacent.   

Historical context 

3.13 Originally known as Llansanffraidd Glan Conwy, (Church of St Ffraid on the bank of the River 

Conwy) the village was founded in the 5th century created by Maelgwyn Gwynedd in the 5th 

century and that five royal manors were given to the church to create the parish. 

3.14 The traditional and main industry was dry docking and chandlery for the port of Conwy, until 

the Telford (1826) and Stephenson (1848) bridges were built when village was separated from 

the seaboard. 

3.15 More recently the village has become a dormitory village with a population of over 2200, and 

has a number of small businesses in the village industrial park as well as increasing residential 

areas enjoying expansive views westwards towards the Carneddau and Snowdonia National 

Park.  

Built environment and townscape 

3.16 The proposed site abuts existing built development, including more recent development on 

higher land to the north and the A470(T), however the majority of housing is circa post-war 

1940-70’s in the form of linear detached, semidetached or terraced housing set in individual 

or communal gardens with small sub roads leading from the A470(T) also referred to as 

Llanrwst Road, with the older and original village centre clustered around Church Street and 

Drws y Nant. 

3.17 Recent development has been largely infill and  reflects more contemporary materials and 

architectural detailing with contemporary fenestration taking advantage of distant elevated 

views westward. 

3.18 Overall building materials and styles vary greatly according to the period of construction but 

are predominately variously coloured shades of brickwork, coloured render; including 

pebbledash and Ashlar, plastic fascias with with clay and concrete tiled and slate roofs, and 

often replicated repeated designs within small postwar estates.   

3.19 Older historic and more individual development comprises pale grey and rich brown locally 

quarried limestone including Llanddulas limestone quarries with local slate roofs, with 

occasional Granite and dolerite  facing or pebble dash render and several localised Victorian 

properties include decorative brick work and stone quoin detailing. 

3.20 More recent development is predominantly brick and render, of many hues with tiled roofing, 

and with decorative concrete walling and fencing rather than more traditional hedged 

boundaries leading to an overall very varied built form and appearance.  

Materials 

3.21 Landscape elements already on the site and within the surrounding area include the following: 

• Native hedging with specimen native mature field and hedgerow trees within and 

bordering the proposed site (refer to Arboricultural report provided separately) 

• Low Stone walling and ironwork (estate rail Stock Fencing) 
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• Ornamental trees including large specimen trees of Oak and Pine 

• Limestone hues and rural walling  

• Sunken lane 

• A small orchard 

LANDMAP Character Assessment 

3.22 With regard to landscape assessment and future landscape protection, Natural Resources 

Wales (formerly CCW) have undertaken a landscape qualitative assessment for the whole of 

Wales entitled LANDMAP which has contributed to the Conwy LDP Landscape related policies 

including Policy NTE4 which in part requires the compilation of a Landscape Character 

Assessment and/or this Landscape statement.   

3.23 The site and surrounding area was assessed by CCW and its Consultants using the CCW 

LANDMAP methodology and it is located within the following LANDMAP areas: 

• Visual and Sensory Aspect Area Llansanfraid hill and valley hinterland (Code 

CNWVS073), see below 

• Landscape habitats  Pentrefelin grassland  Aspect Area (Code CNVLH028) 

• Geological landscape Cefn Garlleg Aspect Area (Code CNWGL032) 

• Cultural Landscape Conwy Valley Aspect Area (Code CNWCL021) 

• Historical Landscape Eglwysbach & Llanddoged Aspect Area (Code CNWHL060) 

3.24 The Visual and Sensory Aspect area within the LANDMAP system shows the site area as being 

located within the Llansanfraid hill and valley hinterland Aspect area (Code CNWVS073) which 

is of High evaluation, in good condition – it is also cited as having a strong sense of place and 

local distinctiveness derived ‘from its distinctive tree cover, deciduous and mixed, which lies 

on small knolls and steeper valleys sides enclosing sloping pastures and views of the Conwy 

estuary and the sea’ 

3.25 However the identified character of the proposed site does reflect the character of the more 

urban of area of Glan Conwy (or its inclusion within the Settlement boundary) - located 

immediately to the north  of the site  which is included within Visual and Sensory Aspect area- 

Llansanffraid Glan Conwy -Aspect area CNWS039 a developed area of Low evaluation with  

 ‘ the Built form of the settlement in places lacking structure and elegance and it has expanded 

making its structure incoherent. The settlement has a weak character itself relying on estuary 

location to give it a sense of place It is relatively common in type in the county’ 

3.26 The Landscape aspect designations namely geological, historic, and habitats appear to be 

relevant to the proposed site as well as the wider landscape context.  

3.27 The identified urban character includes road noise, movement and loss of tranquility, as well 

as the visible presence of street lighting and urban elements such as housing and presumably 

contributed to the designation of the site for development within the LDP.  

3.28 The adjacent and more relevant urban Llansanffraid Glan Conwy LANDMAP Aspect Area is 

described within the Visual and Sensory Aspect Area Classification as having Moderate local 

distinctiveness and sense of place, and being unattractive, Noisy and Settled. (see overleaf) 
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        The proposed site 

3.29 This area is evaluated as having Low Value;  

‘Low – the coastal edge allows positive views of the Conwy estuary and Snowdonia but the 

built form of the settlement is lacking structure and elegance. The structure and form of the 

town in coherent and has a weak character. The settlement is relatively common in type on 

the coast’ 

3.30 The landscape condition is stated as Fair;   ‘The core of the town is moderately managed’ 

3.31 As well as the LANDMAP assessment the area immediately surrounding the proposed site has 

been surveyed in order to understand the landscape fabric and characteristics which define 

the locale and which create a sense of place and local distinctiveness which are reported in 

detail within the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment provided separately.   

3.32 In summary the landscape elements which are noted as important in contributing to the 

overall landscape character and quality are: 

• Boundary treatment, dense native hedges with native hedgerow trees 

• Hedges and hedgerow trees 

• Mature native field trees 

• Lowland copses 

• Sunken narrow lanes with hedgebanks 

• Expansive and often elevated views particularly westwards 

• Association with the estuary and River Conwy 

• Built materials of render and brick with some limestone 

• Varied built form of brick, timber and render with slate and tile roofing. 
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4.0 Landscape Strategy  

4.1 Following a review of the Landscape context the detailed site layout and design has sought to 

reflect local distinctiveness where possible, and to create a sense of genius loci into the overall 

development proposals. 

4.2 Proposals for the Landscape design will include reference to the identified character of the 

vicinity as well as mitigation through a careful landscape design as follows: 

Boundary Treatment 

Landscape component Item Type Purpose 

Boundary treatments Native Hedging with 

hedgerow trees 

Native boundary hedging 

comprising Hawthorn, 

Blackthorn Hazel and 

hedgerow trees to infill 

existing retained hedges 

and for additional 

planting. Species to 

reflect those already 

present in adjacent areas 

For screening, Landscape 

integration and habitat 

connectivity. Retention 

of existing hedging 

beneficial. 

 Fencing Wooden panel fencing 

for enclosure of varying 

height with mammal 

passes for habitat 

connectivity,  

Enclosure and screening 

 Noise fencing Wooden dense fencing 

to mitigate proximity to 

A470(T) 

Set amongst new 

planting to reduce visual 

impact whilst maintain 

acoustic benefit 

 Estate railings Reference to the field 

boundary adjacent to the 

site 

Landscape reference and 

site division rural edge 

character 

 Native planting Tree and shrub planting 

to enhance site 

screening along the A470 

boundary and footpath -  

Supplementing existing 

planting and for habitat 

enhancement and 

connectivity. Retention 

of semi-rural footpath 

character a 

 Brick walling Property garden 

boundary 

To provide security and 

reflect housing materials 

as enclosure where 

visually important  or for 

noise attenuation 

  

 

  

  

 

 

Estate railings as boundary    Native hedging as boundary 
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Soft landscape   

Landscape component Item Type Purpose 

Planting Ornamental  shrubs inc. 

groundcover 

Species selected to 

withstand the disturbed 

ground conditions, 

provide amenity and to 

provide ease of 

maintenance and 

establishment. Species 

to provide cover and 

food source for wildlife 

where possible  

Visual amenity and 

landscape integration, 

and to enhance 

biodiversity potential 

 Ornamental trees Species selected to 

withstand the disturbed 

ground conditions, 

provide amenity and to 

provide good 

establishment rates. 

Species to provide a food 

source for wildlife where 

possible. Certain  feature  

species to create a 

Native orchard 

Visual amenity and 

landscape integration, 

and to enhance 

biodiversity potential 

 Native trees and shrubs 

including stature Oaks to 

Public Open Space 

Species selected for 

landscape integration 

and visual benefit, as 

well as biodiversity 

potential and habitat 

linkage particularly 

where native hedging is 

proposed. 

Habitat connectivity, 

cover and enhanced 

biodiversity potential. 

Seeding Grassland/Herb/Forb 

layer 

Amenity grass (ie short 

mown areas) will be  

proposed as a hard 

wearing Ryegrass mix, 

however where areas of 

longer grass are 

proposed these will be 

species rich for 

invertebrate and 

pollinator interest. 

Enhance biodiversity 

potential and visual 

amenity 

 Orchard  A community orchard 

with species rich grass 

beneath - at the site 

entrance for amenity and 

food source as well as 

biodiversity 

enhancement   

A food source, 

community asset and 

with landscape character   

Bulbs Ornamental bulb 

planting 

Throughout the 

development for 

seasonal interest 

Amenity 
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Hard Landscape 

Landscape component Item Type Purpose 

Entrance Highway Entrance Road Tarmac Adoptable standard for 

compliance with Local 

Authority requirements 

 Entrance Pavement Tarmac Adoptable standard for 

compliance with Local 

Authority requirements 

Main site  Roads Tarmac  Colour selected to reflect 

site proximity to 

limestone hills and local 

geology. Product to meet 

LA SUDS Policy 

 Pavement Permeable paving- 

colour  charcoal 

Colour selected to 

provide visual contrast to 

highway. Product to 

meet LA SUDS Policy 

 Property driveways  Tarmac Practicality 

Buildings Property Walling  Brick(red) and render 

and with highlights of  

Limestone 

Render shades selected 

for landscape mitigation 

and to respond to local 

natural earth colours 

with soft shades of grey, 

fawn and limestone.   

 Roofing Slate effect and tiled To reflect locally 

dominant materials 

adjacent and to limit and 

mitigate overall 

landscape impact from 

elevated viewpoints   

Retaining walls Property retaining walls Timber crib Block walling Planted with integral and 

base planting such as 

climbers to provide 

visual benefit and 

potential biodiversity 

benefit 

Public Open Space Play equipment and 

communal seating area 

at site entrance enjoying 

expansive views 

westwards 

  Area accessible to all 

with access facilitated 

within the overall layout, 

and steep pedestrian 

linkage with adjacent 

external areas. 

Planted with large    

specimen trees to reflect 

the proximity to and 

character of the area  

and  to provide visual and 

potential biodiversity 

benefit. 
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Plate 1 - Patterns and colour of existing housing in Glan Conwy adjacent to the site 

 

 

 

Plate 2 – Recent housing immediately adjacent to the site 

 

  

 

 

Plate 3 - Existing housing within Glan Conwy core 
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5.0 Landscape Design Approach including mitigation 

5.1 The proposed development layout and content has sought to reflect the immediate and wider 

landscape context in the final design proposals in order to provide vernacular reference and 

a sense of place whilst providing an economic and attractive development for future 

occupants. 

5.2 The designs layout and content reflects the steep site gradient and desire to create a safe 

through route linking towards the higher existing village from the A470(T), and also reflects 

the wider relationship of Glan Conwy with the estuary and desire for orientation towards it 

and beyond towards the Carneddau and Snowdonia National Park. 

5.3 In order to reduce visual impact of the development upon potential views, the site layout has 

provided a layout generally following the grain of the landform facing the estuary, with a spine 

of soft landscape through the site providing pedestrian linkage respecting the original field 

boundary and assisting in sub dividing the site scale. 

5.4 Retained vegetation alongside the western eastern and southern site boundaries 

supplemented with additional planting will assist in softening existing views towards the site 

from the west – and absorbing them as planting establishes and containing impact eastwards.   

5.5 Both hard and soft landscape materials seek to replicate those that already exist in the area 

to again minimise the introduction of new or discordant materials and to aid the integration 

of the new development into the landscape. 

5.6 Intended colours and form of the built development have been developed by base Architects 

and take reference from their understanding of the context of Glan Conwy and its built form 

and heritage following and contextual study of the area. 

5.7 Soft landscape stock will be a range of amenity ornamental and native species and will include 

species recommended by the ecological survey recommendations and the identification of 

soft landscape native, and non-native species already present in the area avoiding invasive 

and undesirable species such as certain species of Cotoneaster for example. 

 

 

   

Plate 4 Base Architects Illustrative House Types 
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6.0 Landscape implementation and ongoing Maintenance 

6.1 It is proposed that planting works (including preparation) will be carried out by sub-

contractors engaged on behalf of Calon Homes Ltd. utilising plant stock from a British Nursery 

Source. 

6.2 Likewise Hard landscape materials and implementation will be carried out using directly 

employed employees and a select list of local sub-contractors. 

6.3 Ongoing future maintenance of landscape areas both hard and soft, including the POS – will 

be carried out by an appointed Management Company. 

6.4 It is envisaged that this will be funded by prospective occupants via an annual Ground Rent. 
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FIGURE 3 

Landscape Strategy 

  

Provide Public Open Space in elevated 

site area with stature trees 

Retain (within sightline compliance) and supplement the exis�ng na�ve verge and 

hedgerow parallel with the A470(T) for landscape absorp�on and visual benefit 

Create strong green spine 

alongside  new road through 

the site 

Centrally located  Public 

Open Space for pedestrians 

Create strong linear green 

corridor  to link through the 

site as Public Open Space and 

pedestrian access 

Retain mature trees as focal 

points for development 

Provide na�ve hedgerow for 

Biodiversity and landscape 

integra�on benefit 


